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MEETING MINUTES 
 
MABR Roundtable Gathering Volume 12 
Friday, February 1st, 2019 from 10:00am to 12:30pm 
Town Of Qualicum Beach, Committee Room 
660 Primrose Street Qualicum Beach, BC 
 
 
Attendees (12) 
 
Graham Sakaki, MABRRI Research & Community Engagement Coordinator 
Larissa Thelin, MABRRI Assistant Research & Community Engagement Coordinator  
Pam Shaw, MABRRI Director of Research 
Sonja Zupanec, Islands Trust 
Kim Burden, Parksville & District Chamber of Commerce, E.D. 
Ceri Peacey, Community Representative 
Ken Epps, Island Timberlands 
Brian Wiese, Town of Qualicum Beach, Mayor 
Steve Adams, TimberWest 
Dave Witty, MABR Director  
Daniel Sailland, Town of Qualicum Beach, CAO 
‘Cumqwa:tun’ (Lawrence Mitchell), Snaw-Naw-As First Nation Government 
 
Regrets (1) 
 
Michael Recalma, Qualicum First Nation, Chief 
Chris Burger, City of Parksville Representative  
Geraldine Manson, Snuneymuxw First Nation Elder   
Ed Mayne, City of Parksville, Mayor 
 
Objectives 
 
The main objectives of this Roundtable gathering are for participants to: 

1. Continue the respectful dialogue that began at previous gatherings; 
2. Hear from one another on regional/organizational/community updates;  
3. Discuss MABR related items: 2019-2021 Strategic Research Plan, MABR 2019 Regional 

Research Conference, and SSHRC Traditional Place Names Grant; and,  
4. Determine a plan for MABR Future Coordination 

 
Welcome & Opening Prayer 

 

 Start 10:05am. 

 Introduction and words of welcome by Graham Sakaki. 
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 Opening prayer and welcome by Cumqwa:tun. 

 Introduction from the Striking Balance Documentary Film Crew, Zack Melnick and 
Yvonne Drebert. The crew is creating a series on Canada’s Biosphere Reserves to be 
broadcast on the Knowledge Network. They are working on the second season with 9 
biosphere reserves; MABR will get an hour-long episode. The series will come out in 
2020. 

 Circle introductions and check-ins. 

 The group reviewed and adopted the agenda (see Appendix A). Pam Shaw would like to 
add another item (CBRA gathering in Nova Scotia) and Ceri Peacey would like to add an 
item to promote the Brant Wildlife Festival. 

 Graham Sakaki acknowledges the Culture of Engagement. He addresses all 10 principles 
and how they have been implemented into the MABR Roundtable gatherings.  

 
MABR Updates 
 

 Islands Trust Presentation – Ballenas/Winchelsea Islands Local Trust Area: Sonja 
Zupanec presented on the Islands Trust Regional Conservation Plan. She acknowledged 
that the document is available on the website here. The presentation addressed the 
status of the islands and identified priorities for land use planning. Sonja mentioned that 
they want to ensure the most up-to-date information is used to recommend to the Trust 
Committees, as well as create a ground for all recommendations. The presentation 
included a brief history of the islands (e.g. The Islands Trust Act was established in 1974 
with four people on the Executive Committee to make daily decisions and land use 
planning). There were also several maps throughout the presentation to inform who 
owns which islands (i.e. crown or private), protected status of the islands (e.g. fish 
enclosures, rockfish conservation areas, submerged protected areas, etc.), and sensitive 
areas (i.e. Lasqueti Island is at risk of overgrazing due to an unchecked sheep 
population). Sonja notified the Roundtable of the Natural Area Protection Tax 
Exemption Program (NAPTEP) that allows land owners in the Islands Trust Area to save 
65% of annual property tax on the portion of land protected by the NAPTEP covenant. 
Links and video for NAPTEP can be found on the website here. The Island Trust Area 
plays an important role in carbon sequestration (e.g. the Islands Trust sequestration is 
190,506.50 tonne/year, which is 40,241 vehicles). Lastly, Islands Trust is hoping to 
coordinate a boat tour this year so the public can tour the islands. Roundtable members 
expressed interest in partaking in this boat tour. 

 

 Brandt Wildlife Festival: The festival will be held from March to April 2019. Event details 
can be found on the festivals website here. Ceri Peacey encourages everyone to attend 
and promote the event on their websites. Ceri is also organizing the Weddings for 
Wildlife event on March 30, 2019. At this event, couples will be legally married and 
donations will go to the Brant Wildlife Festival.  

 
 

http://www.islandstrustconservancy.ca/media/84821/rcp-final-web-sept-17.pdf
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/how-do-i/lower-my-property-tax-naptep/
https://brantfestival.bc.ca/


MABR Roundtable Vol. 12 Minutes – February 1, 2019  3 
 

Past 
 

 Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association (CBRA) Fall Gathering: Graham Sakaki 
reflected on the CBRA Fall Gathering event hosted from November 20th to 23rd 2018. 
Graham noted that many of the Roundtable members were in attendance. The 
Gathering was three jam-packed days and everyone had the opportunity to meet other 
biosphere representatives across Canada to share information and potentially adopt 
some of their ways of doing. Moving forward, Monica Shore (CBRA Coordinator) has 
created the CBRA Strategic Plan that will inform some of the work they are doing. The 
MABR hosted a tour following the gathering for those who stayed in the MABR for the 
weekend.  
 

Present  
 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Traditional Place Names 
Project: Graham shared that the project has been awarded $47,000 to launch the 
traditional place names program. However, the funding came before Christmas so the 
project was slowed down during the holidays. The first step is to meet and collaborate 
with partner Nations to promote and confirm participation. The next step is to create a 
Circle of Experts comprised of 3 members from each of the 3 Nations to help update the 
Culture of Engagement, MABR current Guiding Principles, as well as Oral Traditional 
Knowledge (a guide on how to collect and disseminate traditional knowledge). It may be 
a long process but Graham hopes to have it done by mid-May. Graham said that Pam 
Shaw and Geraldine Manson (VIU Elder-in-Residence) will be presenting to SSHRC in 
Ottawa in mid-March. Pam and Geraldine will report back and hear from others to help 
guide our work. In addition to the SSHRC funding, Graham shared that they also applied 
for an internal VIU grant to focus on re-establishing Indigenous names to places in the 
region (i.e. add place names signage to Amazing Places) following the establishment of 
protocol. He hopes that all the places will be named by mid-2020. Discussion started 
with Sonja Zupanec asking if the archipelago would be named too. She also mentioned 
that Islands Trust has interest in place naming and may have funding for such initiatives. 
Daniel Sailland suggested it may be nice to add the Salish sea as well (go off the coast to 
the islands). Daniel mentioned that naming areas on the mainland has amazing stories 
(e.g. Squamish) and can provide good examples for us.  

 

 Community Representative at the Roundtable: Pam Shaw shared that we have not 
replaced one MABR Roundtable Community Member’s position. She asked if there is 
any feedback as to how we should fill the empty seat, such as putting an ad in the paper 
and sending out emails. Pam then asked if we should target particular people and type 
of representative. Kim Burden suggested that we build a matrix and see where the gaps 
are. Pam shared that we have discussed a youth representative in the past, but wonders 
what age we should be looking at for a youth (e.g. UN considers youth as under 35). Kim 
Burden shared that we need to find someone that is engaged in multiple pursuits so we 
can reach as many levels in the community as possible. To end the discussion, Pam and 
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Graham agreed that the next step to create a matrix and then put an ad out once we are 
happy with it. 

 
Future 

 
MABR Highway Signage: Pam Shaw shared that no one knows they are driving through 
the MABR due to a lack of signage. She said that she met with the Ministry of 
Transportation a while ago and they refused us a blue sign (tourist sign) because we are 
not considered a tourist destination. Around the same time, the RDN approached us to 
clean up the highway rest stop near Nanoose. During that time, many groups suggested 
they would like to see something happen there. She also mentioned that one of the 
locals told a story about local Sasquatch sightings and that this could be incorporated 
into the rest stop. Pam then asked the Roundtable for their input. Dave Witty suggested 
that we as a biosphere come together with First Nations to see if there is an opportunity 
to erect symbols/totems. Kim Burden shared that he has experience with signs and 
loves the idea of doing something different. Pam asked who would pay for the signs, 
and suggested that we could circumvent the Ministry of Transportation and put signs on 
Snaw-naw-as, Qualicum, and Snuneymuwx First Nations’ lands so there is no authority. 
Dave said that we need funding to do it right with proper protocol. Daniel Sailland 
suggested that we look into fallen trees on the roadway/locals property to use for 
totems or to gift to the Nations. Daniel continued to say that when a tree falls people 
have to reach out to the Ministry and need a permit, so he is wondering if we can reach 
out to local First Nations or Mosaic for help. The discussion ended on developing a sub-
committee to move this forward. Sub-committee volunteers include Steve Adams, Dave 
Witty, Kim Burden, Daniel Sailland, and ‘Cumqwa:tun’.   

 

 EuroMAB 2019: Pam Shaw introduced the conference being held in Dublin from April 
2nd to 5th. She said if anyone has questions to visit the website here. Unfortunately, we 
were not successful in getting a presentation spot at the conference. However, Pam was 
later asked to present on research institutes and BRs. Dave Witty asked the Roundtable 
if they had any thoughts or topics to raise at the conference. If so, forward them on to 
Graham Sakaki or Dave Witty. 
 

 CBRA Summer Gathering: Pam Shaw noted the upcoming CBRA Summer Gathering in 
Bras d-Or Lake Biosphere Reserve in Nova Scotia. For that event, everyone is welcome 
to attend. However, details have not been finalized, and there is no funding to send 
interested members, so it would be self-funded. 

 
Dialogue & Collaborative Planning 
 

 2020 Periodic Review and Coordination: Pam Shaw shared that the 2010 Periodic 
Review did not go well, so we are expecting this review to be much better. Since Ashley 
Van Acken (former MABR Coordinator) left for grad school, her position has not been 
replaced. In the meantime, Graham Sakaki has filled in as Interim Coordinator and 

https://en.unesco.org/events/euromab-2019-conference
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contact for the community and Roundtable members. Pam Shaw said that VIU will not 
continue funding, but we need someone for MABR responsibilities, reporting to UNESCO 
on what we have done, to help manage all the projects, and help with the upcoming 
periodic review. Therefore, the team has been looking at the cost for someone to do 
this work. Pam Shaw asked the group for suggestions on the matter. Graham Sakaki 
added by saying that he estimated that it took 430 hours for other biosphere reserves to 
complete the review. He continued to say it would be beneficial to have a designated 
person moving forward; we need funding to hire a person but it is not easy to find 
funding for this particular job. VIU has covered this position full-time at a rate of 
$36.90/hr the past 4 years at an expense of $67,158.00 per year totalling well over 
$250,000.00. He said we could go back to VIU for more money but this is not a 
guarantee. Dave Witty suggested that VIU will likely fund a portion because the work is 
important to VIU – but this would need to be matched from other funders. Kim Burden 
recommended doing a fundraiser or raising money from the community. The discussion 
continued between Roundtable members whether or not we can get funding from 
regional, municipal, or federal governments.  Roundtable members suggested reaching 
out to potential funders – Daniel Sailland to reach out to Qualicum and Gord Johns and 
Kim Burden to reach out to Parksville. Dave really thinks that this is a regional issue – 2 
municipalities and VIU should be able to make this work. He says that we need to sell it 
as a package that sells the benefits; it would be nice to have a three-year commitment. 
Steve Adams suggested a gala fundraiser (e.g. annual) and suggested that Graham 
submit a proposal to TimberWest about funding. Ken Epps suggested a revenue 
generated initiative like vacation cabins. Dave Witty suggested bridge funding or a one-
time grant that allows us to explore revenue generation and have a sub-committee for 
that to ensure the long term capacity. He shared that we cannot lose this opportunity so 
we need to make it work over a long period of time, therefore we need to find a 
different way of funding. Furthermore, Daniel Sailland suggested that there is an RDN 
parks fund we should look into. As well, Chamber and Tourism Departments are funded 
through business licenses (argument being that there is value to the businesses) and 
maybe we can create a system along those lines if not through the region. To end the 
discussion, it was decided that Graham Sakaki would continue to be the community and 
Roundtable contact in the meantime.  

 

 2019-2022 MABRRI Strategic Research Plan: Larissa Thelin shared that our Strategic 
Research Plan needs updating as it only covered 2015 to 2018. She stated that she 
would like feedback from the Roundtable as they are MABRRI’s advisory committee. 
Larissa said the full plan is on MABRRI’s website here. However, she wanted to specially 
address MABRRI’s mission, research objectives, and research priorities. After reading 
the mission, all members agreed it is good and it should not be changed. Next, she 
addressed MABRRI’s research objectives. Roundtable members did not have any 
comments on the research objectives. Finally, Larissa introduced MABRRI’s research 
themes and priority areas. Larissa presented the group with three posters, each poster 
with one of the themes and the associated priority areas. The posters also had blank 
spots to include new priority area ideas from the Roundtable members. After new ideas 

http://mabrri.viu.ca/content/resources
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were added to the posters, each member got up to add three red dots to each poster. 
Members placed the dots on priority areas that resonated the most with them or that 
they thought MABRRI should focus their research on. Larissa will work on updating the 
plan as per the information collected from the Roundtable – it will be released shortly. 

 

 2019 MABR Regional Research Conference: Graham Sakaki introduced the Regional 
Research Conference that will be held on June 13th to 14th at the Parkville Conference 
Center. We are hoping to attract around 200 attendants and hear from over 50 local 
presenters. The main ideas of the conference include: [1] gather those doing relevant 
research in the MABR and surrounding regions, [2] present our work to one another to 
educate, build relationships and partnerships, share resources, and avoid overlap in 
research, [3] create an online interactive map highlighting all projects that are occurring 
across the MABR and surrounding community. Currently, we have confirmed funding 
and in-kind support from VIU, Pacific Salmon Foundation, RDN DWWP, City of Parksville, 
Town of Qualicum Beach, MVIHES, and Project Watershed. We have also applied to a 
SSHRC grant and will apply to an internal VIU grant. Graham mentioned if any 
organization wishes to present or help sponsor the conference there are slots available. 
As well, support will be needed to help setup/breakdown if anyone can help with this. 
To help with extra funding, there will be a gala on Friday Night.  

 
Closing 
 

 Next meeting is scheduled for Friday May 3rd, 2019 from 10:00am to 12:30pm. 
Suggestions were made for the meeting to be held at Mosaic or Parksville.  

 ‘Cumqwa:tun’ shared final reflections and thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  
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Appendix A 
MABR Roundtable Gathering Vol. 12 Agenda 

 
MABR Roundtable Gathering Vol. 12 
Friday, February 1, 2019, 10:00am-12:30pm 
Town of Qualicum Beach: Committee Room (beside Council Chambers) 
660 Primrose St., Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1S7 
Roundtable Contact: Graham Sakaki – (250) 802-4826 
 
Objectives  

The main objectives of this Roundtable gathering are for participants to: 
1. Continue the respectful dialogue that began at previous gatherings; 
2. Hear from one another on regional/organizational/community updates;  
3. Discuss MABR related items: Review 2019-2021 Strategic Research Plan, Discuss the 

MABR 2019 Regional Research Conference, SSHRC Traditional Place Names Grant, and 
MABR Future Coordination; and,  

4. Update the MABR Roundtable Family Portrait for the MABR website.  
 
Agenda 

10:00-10:10 Arrivals: Nametags & Refreshments (courtesy the Town of Qualicum Beach) 

10:10-10:25 

Welcome 

 First words to Qualicum First Nation 

 Acknowledgement of Qualicum First Nation unceded Territory 

 Introduction of Striking Balance Team 

 Around the Circle Introductions 

 Review and collectively adopt Agenda  

 Reminder of Roundtable Culture of Engagement 

10:25-11:15 

MABR Update & Discussion 

 Island’s Trust Presentation – Ballenas-Winchelsea Islands 

 2018 Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association Fall Gathering  

 SSHRC Traditional Place Names Project and Travel  

 Community Representatives to MABR Roundtable 

 MABR Highway Signage 

 EuroMAB 2019 (April 2-5) 

11:15-11:25 COFFEE BREAK  

11:25-12:15 

MABR Business 

 2020 Periodic Review and Coordination 

 2019-2022 MABRRI Strategic Research Plan 

 2019 MABR Regional Research Conference (June 13-14) 

12:15-12:25 

Wrap Up 

 Final reflections 

 Next Roundtable date & host (Friday, May 3rd from 10am-12:30pm) 

12:25-12:30 
Thanks 

 Last words to Qualicum First Nation  

 

 


