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Hannah Peters
I moved to beautiful Qualicum Beach in my grade 7 year and it 
has been an amazing journey ever since: full of great people and 
adventures. First semester of this year, I decided to participate 
in a program called ROAMS. This program was an amazing 
opportunity. Our group of 20 became a little family as we went 
through the program - whitewater rafting, rock climbing, skiing, 
surfi ng, volunteering and completing a 2 week long fi rst aid course 
called OFA3. I am currently undecided as to what I want to do after 
high school, but I am a hard worker and plan to go to university.

Teddy Vukovic
I am passionate about playing basketball and 
spending time with friends and family. I volunteer 
at The 710 Club in Nanaimo, and once a month, 
we cook breakfast for unprivileged people. In the 
future, I plan on being a marine biologist but as one 
of my favorite quotes says, “I knew exactly what 
to do. But in a much more real sense, I had no idea 
what to do” - Michael Scott.

Gavin Titley
I enjoy the sciences such as biology, physics and 
chemistry. Ever since I could read, I could be found 
reading giant encyclopedias just because I enjoyed 
learning random facts about everything from ancient 
Greece to Dinosaurs. I am still like that, but my life 
is a much busier now, so I do not have time to read 
encyclopedias. Currently, my plan is to get into electrical 
at VIU because it is a very good trade that has a balance 
of using one’s brain and being hands on.
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The local co-ordinator for the Mount Ar-
rowsmith Biosphere Region (MABR) is happy 
to be travelling to Ottawa Monday to take part 
in a celebration of Canada’s 18 UNESCO bio-
sphere reserves. Especially since she helped put 
the event together.

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO and 
the Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association will 
host a special Day on the Hill May 29, in Ottawa. 
The goal is to allow Members of Parliament to 
discover the important role and contributions of 
Canada’s 18 UNESCO biosphere reserves with 
regard to biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
development, and reconciliation.

Monica Shore will be representing the Mount 
Arrowsmith UNESCO Bio-
sphere Region (MABR) in Ot-
tawa. Since November 2016, 
Shore has been working close-
ly to co-ordinate this national 
event with federal MP Gord 
Johns, whose riding includes 
two biosphere reserves: Mount 
Arrowsmith and Clayoquot 
Sound. 

This non-partisan Day on the 
Hill is co-organized with the 
support of  Gord Johns (BC: 
Courtenay-Alberni, NDP), as well as Hon. 
Ginette Petitpas Taylor (New Brunswick: Monc-
ton-Riverview-Dieppe, Liberal), and Robert 
Sopuck (Manitoba: Dauphin-Swan River-Neep-
awa, Conservative).

“I’m so pleased to be representing the Mount 
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region at this national 
event,” said Shore. “Canada’s biosphere reserves 
have such a unique and important mandate, 
and I’m looking forward to illustrating how the 
MABR meets this mandate at the local level. I’ll 
be highlighting our Roundtable model, our col-
laborations with Snaw-Naw-As and Qualicum 
First Nations, as well as some of the projects and 
events like our annual BioBlitz that educate and 
connect our community to students and faculty 
from Vancouver Island University.”

At an afternoon reception in the Speakers 
Lounge on Parliament Hill, locally crafted prod-
ucts from Canada’s biosphere reserves will be 

served. Featured products from the MABR 
will include teas by the Tea Peddler, jam and 
antipasto by Artisan Edibles, and hot sauce by 
Tasteful Essentials.

With support from dedicated volunteers, Can-
ada’s 18 UNESCO biosphere reserves work at 
the grassroots level to model solutions for a 
sustainable future, celebrate cultural and bio-
logical diversity, and empower people to engage 
with one another and with nature in healthier 
ways, Shore said in a written release.

Biosphere reserves foster and share scientific, 
Indigenous, and local knowledge in order to 
explore new ways of living that solve global 
challenges and address the United Nation’s 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Canada’s 
2020 Biodiversity Goals and 
Targets. 

They mobilize a range of 
stakeholders, including pri-
vate industry, in an effort to 
create sustainable futures for 
all, building on the belief  that 
people and nature can peace-
fully co-exist.

“I am delighted that this Day 
on the Hill will increase the gen-

eral understanding of how the 18 UNESCO 
biosphere reserves contribute to efforts under-
way in Canada to safeguard biodiversity, foster 
sustainable development and advance reconcilia-
tion,” says Sébastien Goupil, Secretary-General 
of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO. 
“This flagship network of our Commission is 
uniquely placed to address such critical policy 
priorities.”

Canada’s 18 biosphere reserves span an area 
of 235,000 square kilometers in over 40 feder-
al ridings, with 1.2 million Canadians within 
their boundaries. They are part of the greater 
World Network of UNESCO Biosphere Re-
serves, which cover 669 regions in 120 countries.

UNESCO biosphere reserves promote and 
support biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
development and tourism, ecosystem services, 
land management, and reconciliation.
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From left, Eli Enns, MP Gord Johns and Monica Shore of the Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region meet at Parliament 
last November to begin co-ordination of next week’s Day on the Hill in Ottawa.

MABR heads to Ottawa
Local co-ordinator helps organize national event

Canada’s biosphere re-
serves have such a unique 
and important mandate, 

and I’m looking forward to 
how the MABR meets this 
mandate at the local level

MONICA SHORE


