
Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region 
Roundtable Gathering Volume 11 Meeting Minutes 
 
Thursday, August 2, 2018 from 10:00am to 12:30pm 
TimberWest – 648 Terminal Ave, Nanaimo, BC 
 
 
Attendees (11) 
Ashley Van Acken, MABR Coordinator 
Geraldine Manson, Snuneymuxw First Nation, Cultural Advisor & VIU Elder 
Michael Recalma, Qualicum First Nation, Chief 
Dave Witty, MABR Director 
Ceri Peacey, Community Representative 
Kim Burden, Parksville & District Chamber of Commerce, E.D. 
Ken Epps, Island Timberlands 
Steve Adams, TimberWest 
Daniel Sailland, Town of Qualicum beach, CAO 
Graham Sakaki, MABRRI Research and Community Engagement Coordinator 
Kayla Harris, MABR Assistant Community Engagement Coordinator 
 
Regrets (10) 
Pam Shaw, MABRRI Director of Research 
Michael Wyse, Snuneymuxw First Nation, Chief 
Ćumqwitun’ (Lawrence Mitchell), Snaw-naw-as First Nation, Council Member 
Chris Burger, City of Parksville, MABR Liaison 
Teunis Westbroek, Town of Qualicum Beach., Mayor 
Sarah Ross, City of Parskville 
Neil Horner, Town of Qualicum Beach, Councillor and MABR Liaison 
Tony Litke, Ministry of Environment 
Thomas Reid, Vancouver Island Conservation Land Management Program 
Sonja Zupanec, Islands Trust 
 
Objectives 
The main objectives of this Roundtable gathering was for participants to: 

1. Continue to engage in respectful and meaningful dialogue with one another; 
2. Hear from one another about regional/organizational/community updates; 
3. Discuss past, present, and future events in the MABR/RI; and 
4. Start preliminary discussions on MABRRI’s Strategic Research Plan (2019-2022). 

 
Welcome & Opening Prayer 

• Steve Adams went through a safety briefing for Roundtable Members. 
• Ashley Van Acken shared words of welcome. 
• Geraldine Manson expressed words of welcome. 
• Circle check-ins and introductions. 
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Agenda Adoption 
• The group reviewed and collectively adopted the agenda (see Appendix A). 

 
Culture of Engagement 

• Ashley acknowledged the Culture of Engagement poster, highlighting the importance of 
it and how it has been implemented in a variety of meetings at VIU, in addition to its 
continuous presence at the MABR Roundtable meetings. 

 
MABR Updates 
Past 
Canadian Mountain Network Grant Update (Submission Occurred May 22nd) 
Graham Sakaki shared an update on the grant application for Canadian Mountain Network that 
was submitted on behalf of the MABR; it was selected out of 14 applications submitted to move 
on to the next step in the application process. On October 9th, the grant is sent to Ottawa for 
questioning by a panel. The formal announcement of the successful grant applicants will occur in 
February.  

Several Roundtable members contributed letters of support to contribute to this application. 
Additionally, Geraldine Manson, Elder from Snuneymuxw First Nation, was listed as a key 
researcher on the application. Successfully acquiring this grant will allow the MABR/MABRRI 
and VIU to significantly expand research in the MABR and will explore communities and First 
Nation’s language.  

The funding will provide $150,000 per year for the first three years. After the first three years it 
is reviewed by the federal government to be determined if it will continue to be funded for the 
following fifteen years. It will fund course leave for some professors and visiting scholars. With 
this grant, there will be a significant focus on the MABR and the research occurring within the 
biosphere at a national level, as well as support greater collaboration with universities across 
Canada. Currently, there are not specific deliverables for this grant although there will be various 
opportunities for members of the Roundtable to contribute. Each of the research projects can 
match funds and may provide many other opportunities.  
 
CBRA Annual General Meeting – Ottawa, Ontario (June 6th – 8th) 
Pam Shaw gathered with 130 participants from the 18 UNESCO biosphere reserves across 
Canada to discuss a variety of topics including the Reconciliation Video that was filmed in 
February, which involved Michael Recalma and Ashley Van Acken. The video showcased the 
Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association (CBRA), highlighting the reconciliation work they’re 
doing alongside the Indigenous Circle of Experts.  
Michael Recalma spoke to how far we have come on the discussion of Indigenous people and the 
success of the Roundtable, saying “we are all in the same room. We are all here and have a 
purpose and desire to be here and for each other.”  
The MABR has been nominated by Pam Shaw to host CBRA’s Fall Gathering, which will 
involve representatives from all 18 of Canada’s UNESCO biosphere reserves coming to the 
MABR. We are currently awaiting confirmed dates on the Fall Gathering.  
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In regards to the upcoming periodic review, Ashley shared that the Canadian Commission for 
UNESCO and CBRA are focusing on improving the core, buffer, and transition zones for 
biospheres. Currently, the MABR’s core areas are protected areas. Recent additions to protected 
lands by the Province of BC occurred within the coastal Douglas fir biogeoclimatic zone, which 
will change the core, buffer, and transition zones of the MABR. Potential additions to be 
considered for protected areas may include known eagle trees, heron nests, wildlife management 
areas, and local riparian setbacks. Moving forward, a review of core, buffer, and transition zones 
will need to occur along with updates to MABR mapping prior to the periodic review. The 
MABR will be working in the near future in collaboration with Clayoquot Sound on the periodic 
review.  
Ashley shared discussion on the upcoming EuroMAB gathering in Dublin, Ireland for April 4th 
to 6th. Discussion of potential projects to be presented on at EuroMAB included the progress 
towards the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the International Journal of 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserves. Dave Witty, MABR Director shared that EuroMAB is an 
opportunity to showcase the reconciliation efforts and the guiding principles of the MABR. 
Graham Sakaki shared that this may be a good opportunity to partner with the Indigenous Circle 
of Experts that will be presenting on reconciliation at EuroMAB.  

 
Climate Adaptation Workshop with the Town of Qualicum Beach (June 20th) 
Ashley shared that herself and MABRRI Research Coordinator Haley Tomlin had the 
opportunity to attend the Climate Adaptation Workshop that was hosted by the Town of 
Qualicum Beach. The event was the first meeting to discuss the development of the strategic plan 
to adapt to climate change in the Town of Qualicum Beach. The discussions included which 
representatives should be at the table, what research and projects are currently occurring in the 
region to try and overcome some of the key impacts that are occurring within the region. Ashley 
and Haley shared what is missing and that it would be important to focus on education and 
outreach at all levels of participation, especially focusing on youth and ensuring First Nations are 
at all levels of participation.  

Daniel Sailland shared that the project began with the Waterfront Masterplan and continues to 
build into all of Qualicum Beach’s infrastructure, greenspace, and buffer planning, as well as 
relationships and dialogue between groups. The project also ties into the Official Community 
Plan for the Town of Qualicum Beach. Having expanded dialogue is important, consistent, and 
focused. Awaiting dates for the next Climate Adaptation Workshop.  

 
Present 
Summer Community Outreach Program 
Ashley Van Acken shared that herself and Kayla Harris have had the opportunity to host a 
variety of different information booths throughout the summer beginning at the Seaside Street 
Market in Parksville. The focus was to educate the public on what a biosphere reserve is and 
increase local knowledge of the MABR, as well as highlight some of the current research 
initiatives that are taking place within the region by MABRRI. The MABR community outreach 
team also hosted a booth at Qualicum Beach Farmers Market and Canada Day at Community 
Park. To date the Qualicum Beach Farmers Market was the greatest success in regards to 
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engagement with the community providing a lot of positive feedback. Future events that will be 
attended include the Coombs Fair, Lighthouse Fall Fair, and an event at Qualicum First Nation. 
Moving forward the MABR Community Outreach team will have a calendar with future and past 
engagement events that will be available to the public.  
 

Striking Balance Film Crew in the MABR  
Ashley spoke about the documentary series that is being filmed by Striking Balance; when 
complete, they will have created documentaries for each of the 18 biosphere reserves across 
Canada. The film crew visited for two weeks and had the opportunity to meet with some of the 
Roundtable members and conduct interviews. They had an opportunity to witness first-hand 
what the biosphere is doing and what the research institute is doing. The documentary is a good 
way to showcase the work and partnerships that are occurring in the biosphere. Striking Balance 
aimed to capture the rebirth of the biosphere, as well as the key theme of water, which is often at 
the forefront of discussions within the MABR Community. Along with wetland mapping on 
TimberWest lands, the Striking Balance team filmed the MABRRI researchers conducting field 
work for their bull kelp enhancement and forage fish sampling initiatives in the MABR. The 
Striking Balance documentary team will return three more times between August and early 2019. 
The documentary will be released in early 2020. The Striking Balance team may contact more 
Roundtable members in the future.  

 
Englishman River Provincial Park Trail Upgrade 
Ashley shared a map and briefing from BC Parks on the upgraded multi-use trails map that has 
been proposed for Englishman River Falls Provincial Park. The existing trail networks are 
experiencing erosion and are in need of remediation. BC Parks reached out to the MABR for 
feedback on any recommendations, comments, or concerns regarding the proposed trail network. 
Suggestions included potential MABR signage for Englishman River Falls Provincial Park. 
Additionally, MABRRI has four permanent forest research plots existing in the proposed trail 
construction area that will need to be reviewed on GIS to ensure that there is minimal impact to 
the research sites, if possible. Moving forward feedback will be submitted to BC Parks on behalf 
of the Roundtable members and a meeting will be scheduled in person. On August 25th, an 
information session will be hosted by BC Parks on the changes that may occur at Englishman 
River Falls Provincial Park.  

 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Application 
Ashley shared that a recent call from SSHRC was released. The statement expressed the 
Council’s interest in projects that will explore protocols used for Indigenous research, as well as 
Indigenous research including, but not limited to, traditional knowledge and language. SSHRC 
aims to address the lack of indigenous research that has been funded in the past. In total, 50 
applications will be awarded $50,000 for their proposed projects. Traditional place names is a 
subject that has been discussed several times during in the Roundtable meetings. This SSHRC is 
a relatively small grant but could be used as a pilot. This research funding can provide an 
opportunity to map traditional place names within the MABR. SSHRC is interested in seeing the 
diverse backgrounds and perspectives. The purpose of this pilot research is to co-develop a 
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protocol for researching First Nation’s oral history along with the local nations. VIU is 
positioned to begin early and take leadership on this regional research initiative.  

Seven Nations that have traditional territory that overlaps with the MABR boundary and this 
may provide us with an opportunity to have the other four nations join us at the roundtable in the 
long term. Finding a balance of diversity and agendas and building the relationships is key. 
Discussion from Roundtable members continued on the scale of the project in early stages, how 
many, and which First Nation communities to begin with in the pilot phase of the project. 
Overall, the consensus was to allow the project to grow organically and include more place 
names in the future while continuing to build relationships.  
Michael expressed that we need to include and respect and acknowledge others work on this 
initiative. Clayoquot may be working toward this and we need to know if they are doing so. This 
will be a constantly ongoing work-in-progress. We should make it bigger as it grows and as it 
warrants.  
Geraldine spoke, saying we need to unfold the language and places. Unfold the regalia. 
Language is connected. For others to know the history of how the people were trained to be who 
they are and of their traditional name. Working with communities and each other gradually 
rather than all at once is important. It’s a lesson and it comes with time. Has to be oral to gain 
support. 
The application is due September 6th. Working relationships that are currently in place should be 
utilized first then will expand over time. The timing on this application is perfect and is a huge 
opportunity to expand and include others. The beginning of a much larger long-term plan. We 
will be setting an example for others by taking a lead with the SSHRC funding. 
 

Future  
Shire of Ravensthorpe visit’s MABR (September 14th) 
A representative from the Shire of Ravensthorpe, an area found within the Fitzgerald Biosphere 
Reserve in Australia, will be visiting the MABR. The representative will be given a tour of the 
MABR and we will meet with them in order to discuss both of our initiatives. 

 

CBRA fall gathering (Proposed November 14th-16th) 
This date is not going to work for us but we are working with CBRA to find another date. Based 
on funding coming from CBRA, we don’t have the capacity to financially support a leader from 
each biosphere to be hosted at this event. This is a national level initiative. Would it be of value 
to Roundtable members? Town of Qualicum Beach is in support of this. The gathering should be 
hosted in the MABR. At the conference centre in Parksville? Will keep Roundtable Members 
updated.  
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Circle Updates from Roundtable Members 
Daniel Sailland, Town of Qualicum Beach, CAO 
Daniel Sailland spoke about the Brant viewing area and had handouts to show what the 
interpretive signage looks like. They are working with Qualicum First Nation on traditional place 
names for landscapes represented on the viewing platform. Built on work completed with Lilloet 
Nation during the Olympics. Thanks given to Michael Recalma for the work completed on the 
signage. At another viewing area that connects the uptown to the beach, there is a fish estuary 
that has been opened up with day-lighting and culverts, some salmon are returning but predators 
wait and feast on the salmon. Looking to make some man-made shelving on the beach and look 
to recreate the estuary modelled after the 1950s (dog-legs over to the west); they are working 
with QFN and the Province of BC on this initiative.  

The display will be complete for the grand opening for World Rivers day September 22, 2018.  

 

Kim Burden, Parksville & District Chamber of Commerce, E.D.  
A representative from the business community recently completed a labour market needs 
assessment. Results showed that housing and transportation are the largest issue with employers 
being able to retain employees.  

Establishing a bike share program in the Parksville region would be beneficial; a group is being 
put together to see how this can happen.  

Street market sees 2,500 people on the streets with the market. 190 different vendor and 
merchants. In addition to the market, it has turned into an incubation for business.  

Complaints from community with regards to the community garden. Pleased with the outcome.  

Spent a significant amount of money on new signage for Parksville District of Commerce.  

Water treatment facility is on schedule. The by product, the trail, will allow people to walk from 
Top Bridge to Coombs. Beautiful walking path takes you through Shelly Park. Streamkeepers 
attention to Shelly Creek is paying off.  

The orange bridge needs painting and they’ll need to work with the province because they own 
the bridge.  

 

Ken Epps, Island Timberlands 
Fire hazard is a high level concern. All public access has been shut down to take stress off 
security. Lightning is a major concern. There have been 300 new fires.  

Recently they’ve made the final delivery of logs for urban stream restoration to Departure Bay 
Creek. Island Timberlands is very happy to help with restoration initiatives. Streamkeepers 
access continues with escorting during fire hazard time. They’re also contributing to another 
major restoration project in Chemainus. 
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Michael Reclama, Qualicum First Nation 
With regards to the signage and language, they are continuing to do that translations.  

 

Steve Adams, TimberWest 
Just donated $200,000 toward the Great Trail Improvements.  

Contributed to First Nations art and cultural showcase, which has 5 artists, live displays, and 
carving in action.  

Took part in filming for the Striking Balance documentary. Facilitated some wetland mapping 
with MABRRI.  

TimberWest will had eight summer students and is seeing potential for them to return to 
TimberWest in the future. All students working on a variety of work. Each student is working on 
blogs on the TimberWest website. 

 

Geraldine Manson, Snuneymuxw First Nation, Cultural Advisor & VIU Elder 
Shared that she has been busy being liaison with the band and taking individuals on tours of 
petroglyphs on Gabriola Island, discussing why they are there and how they need to be protected.  

She’s working on traditional place names for the area from Neck Point Park to the Nanaimo area. 
She has conducted research on what the place names mean. She will be completing a pamphlet 
and creating a hardcopy, as well as upload it onto an audio soundboard. Aunty shared the map of 
traditional place names. 

Geraldine continues to teach her culture and discipline to family members. She enjoys sharing 
the role of the beautiful history of her family and speaking about traditional plants and their 
medicinal purposes.  

She worked with the youth over the summer in youth camps, teaching them about the importance 
of discipline.  

 

MABR Strategic Planning 
MABRRI’s current Strategic Research Plan is coming to a close, therefore MABRRI is seeking 
guidance on what issues are important to local stakeholders. Therefore, the Roundtable was 
asked to participate in some strategic planning activities, which will guide MABRRI’s research 
for the next few years. 

 

Final reflections 
Next roundtable will be announced in the next week in the minutes.  

 

Closing 
Geraldine shared a few words to close the meeting. 
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Appendix A – MABR Roundtable Volume 11 Agenda 

 


